
 
 
 
 

The Ministers’ Message 

----Fifty Years and Going StrongFifty Years and Going StrongFifty Years and Going StrongFifty Years and Going Strong----    

 Did you hear all the chatter last Sunday 
afternoon at St. Francis of Assisi Church? There 
were more than 300 folks gathered together to 
celebrate their being the presence of Christ in 
the Forest Hill neighbourhood for 50 years.  
Members and friends from Calvin Presbyterian, 
Forest Hill United, and St. Francis of Assisi Ro-
man Catholic churches let go of denominational 
dogmas and doctrines that separate us in favour 
of the creed and call that unite us in our mis-
sions and ministries. Perhaps that celebration 
marks the glory that is to come. Reflecting on 
that afternoon the words of a hymn come to 
mind: “O blest communion, fellowship di-
vine!”  (Voices United 705, verse 2). Indeed it 
was a “blest communion”, and the “fellowship” 
was “divine”.  You could hear it! 
 We don’t want to get too far ahead of our-
selves, though.  The hymn refers to the glory of 
the great hereafter.  At Forest Hill we’ve got 
some glory-making to do in the here and now. 
 February will be a busy month. On Feb-
ruary 7th, our congregation will gather together 
for worship at 10 a.m.  We’ll welcome new mem-
bers by transfer as a part of that service. Forest 
Hill continues to draw new people into our com-
munity of faith.  By including this reception of 
new members at this combined service, both our 
9:15 and 11 a.m. congregations will be able to 
share in the welcoming. Worship will be followed 
by a “surprise” lunch and Forest Hill’s Annual 

Congregational Meeting to deal with the finan-
cial reports and budget.  
 Valentine’s Day falls on a Sunday this 
year. It’s also the last Sunday in the Season of 
Epiphany, the Sunday we mark the transfigura-
tion of Jesus. Think of Epiphany as the season of 
light, and the transfiguration of Jesus is the 
culmination of all that light shining in glory.  As 
we move from Epiphany to Lent, we’ll share the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion. Could there be 
a more appropriate day to celebrate the sacra-
ment of God’s love for us than Valentine’s Day?   
 The following week will find us rejoicing 
as we feast at the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Sup-
per, and reflecting as individuals take a few 
quiet moments in our sanctuary as part of our 
come ‘n’ go Ash Wednesday liturgy. (It will actu-
ally be available for use following the pancakes 
on Tuesday evening). See Ash Wednesday Ob-Ash Wednesday Ob-Ash Wednesday Ob-Ash Wednesday Ob-
servances servances servances servances on page 5 . 
 Scouting and Guiding have been impor-
tant parts of the youth ministry at Forest Hill 
for many years. A number of our members give 
leadership to groups across the city. Those min-
istries will be celebrated as scouting and guiding 
groups join us for worship at the 9:15 service on 
February 21st. 
 Here, in its 50th year, Forest Hill contin-
ues to Celebrate God, Be In Community, and 
Reach Out to Others. 
 Know God’s blessing in all that ministry. 
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PLEASE NOTE: 
Deadline for  the March 2010 Messenger 
WILL BE EARLIER THAN USUAL. I 
would appreciate it very much if  I might 
have the March items no later than February 
19, as I will be going away for a short while 
soon after and want to have the Messenger 
ready before I leave. The Messenger will be 
in the boxes for pick up on Sunday, February 
28.  Please leave items in the envelope outside 
the church office or email Martha Leib-
brandt: mcleibbrandt@rogers.com, or phone 
519-568-7375. 

If you wish to contact Marian or Murray by 
email, their Forest Hill email addresses are as 
follows: Marian Gils-McLeod:  
mariangmcl@bellnet.ca and  
Murray McLeod:  
murraymcl@bellnet.ca 

Help Wanted: 
Funeral Reception Coordinator 
This person will be needed infrequently, but is 
so appreciated when the occasion arises. Re-
sponsibilities include calling the volunteer list 
and activating crew to host the funeral recep-
tions at the church. Notes are available for de-
termining food quantities. If you are interested 
and/or would like more information, please call 
Ada Gropp, 519-744-1069. 

Are you wool-gathering? 
Gather up those no longer wanted, stowed 
away skeins and balls...even strands! 
 
Nancy Zuk says if you have any yarn, worsted 
weight, that you are willing to part with, she 
could certainly use it to create those items she 
makes to support Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
and other worthy causes. As long as it is a strand 
18 inches or longer, she can find a place for it in 
her knitting and crocheting. Bring it to the 
Church Office. 

 

Waterloo Presbyterial United 
Church Women 

 
FULL EXECUTIVE MEETING 

at St. John’s on the Hill 
Cambridge 

 
MARCH 1, 2010 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Kairos 
Canadian Food For Children 

Children of Bukati 
 

Bring a friend to spread the word! 
Bring a bag lunch! 

DATES TO REMEMBER! 
We will be taking photos of Forest Hill 

members and their families between 
May 4 and 8 

For our new Forest Hill United Church 
Photo Directory! 
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Sundays: 14, 21, 28  
 Morning Services: 9:15 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
 
Mondays: 8, 15, 22 
 Maycourt: 1-3 p.m. 
 CGIT: 6:30 p.m. 
   
Tuesdays: 9, 16, 23 
 Quilters: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
 Mmuffin Mmoments: 10-11 a.m. 
 Beavers: 6:45 p.m. 
 
Wednesdays: 10. 17, 24 
 Guides: 6:30 p.m. 
 Scouts: 7 p.m. 
 
 Thursdays: 11, 18, 25 
 Explorers: 6:30 p.m. 
 Lenten Study with Rev. Marian, based on 
 the movie, Chocolat, 7 p.m.  
 Choir: 7:30 p.m 
 
 
Tuesday: 2 
 Congregational Life: 7 p.m. 
 Property Committee: 7 p.m. 
 
Wednesday: 3 
 Worship and Music: 7 p..m. 
 
Thursday: 4  
 50th Anniversary Committee: 5:30 p.m. 
 
Thursdays: 4 & 18 
 Prayer Shawls: 10 a.m. 
 
Sunday: 7 
 Men’s Breakfast: 8 a.m. 
 
Tuesday: 9 
 UCW, 1:30 p.m., McIntyre Hall. Note new 
 time; new location! 
 

Wednesday: 10 
 Christian Development: 7 p.m. 
 Finance: 8 p.m. 
 
Wednesday: 17 
 Board Meeting: 7 p.m. 
 
Thursday: 25 
 Lunch Bunch: 12 noon 
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Sunday: 7 
 Single service at 10 a.m. and welcome 
 of new members, followed by lunch, 
 followed by the Annual Congregational 
 Finance Meeting.  
 
Sunday: 14 
 Valentine’s Day  
 
Monday: 15 
 Family Day (statutary holiday). Church 
 office closed. 

 
Tuesday: 16 
 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, 
 5:30-7:30 p.m. Hosted by the 32nd 
 Kitchener Scouting Group. Everyone 
 welcome. Free-will donation. 
 
Wednesday: 17 
 Ash Wednesday, beginning of Lent. 
 See notice on page 5. 
 
Sunday: 21 
 Scouting and Guiding Sunday, 9:15 
 a.m. service 
 
Saturday: 27 
 Talent Showcase, “Sharing God’s 
 Gifts”, 7:30 p.m., Forest Hill. 
 
Sunday: 28 
 John and Shirley Westlake’s Trave-
 logue of Switzerland, 7 p.m. 
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FEBRUARY 2010 AT A GLANCE 
UCW Meeting 

Tuesday, February 9, 2010 
at a new time:  
1:30 p.m. 

And in a new place: 
 McIntyre Hall 

Come, take an armchair tour of China! 
Marg Shantz and Lillian Underhill 
travelled to Beijing to visit Lillian’s 
daughter. They will regale us with 
their stories and experiences. Refresh-
ments and business meeting to follow. 
Everyone welcome! 

Travelogue: Switzerland 
Set for February 28 

 
John and Shirley Westlake will be con-
tinuing their travelogue series with a 
trip to Switzerland. Come out and join 
fellow travellers on Sunday evening, 
February 28 at 7:00 p.m. Visit the Ber-
nese area of Switzerland with tower-
ing, snow-capped mountains, crystal 
clear lakes, and flower-covered moun-
tainsides. Travel on a cogwheel rail-
way to the top of the mountain and 
hike down to the quaint villages be-
low. Just relax and enjoy the sites of 
one of the most beautiful countries in 
the world.   

Sharing God’s Gifts 
Do you play an instrument, read poetry, dance, sing, do magic? Become the newest 

“Idol” by “Sharing God’s Gifts” in our Talent Showcase, Saturday, February 27 at 
7:30 p.m. at Forest Hill. So, show us your stuff! Or, just come, relax and enjoy the 
show...and ice cream sundaes! Free-will offering.  
 
To participate, please contact Elizabeth Cresswell, or sign up on the list on the bulletin 

board across from the Church Office by Saturday, February 20. 
 

This is to be a fundraiser for the United Church of Canada Haiti Appeal  
and the “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown©” Production.  

Thank you to all whose contributions to 
the 2009 UCW Christmas Stocking Pro-
ject made it such a success. We are truly 
grateful. 

Ruth Falconer 

Calvin Presbyterian Church presents 

THE SCOTT WOODS SHOW 
Friday, March 19 at 7 p.m. 

Tickets: $20 (children 5-12, $10) 

Contact: FHUC Office or Calvin Pres-
byterian Church. Make cheques out to 
Calvin Presbyterian Church. 

Lenten Study Starts February 11 
Rev. Marian will be leading a Lenten Study 
starting Thursday, February 11 at 7 p.m. based 
on the movie, “Chocolat”. The first meeting 
will feature the showing of the movie, with 
subsequent weekly sessions devoted to discus-
sion. 

February Lunch Bunch 
Don’t forget to let the Office know by Fri-
day, February 19, if you plan to attend! 
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Hello, All You Charlie Brown Cast Members!  
Here’s the Rehearsal Schedule for the next two months! 

Mondays: February 1 and 8 
Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
McIntyre Hall 
 
Monday, February 15 
FAMILY DAY: NO REHEARSAL 
 
Monday, February 22 
Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
McIntyre Hall 
 
Saturdays: February 6, 13, 20 and 27 
Rehearsal, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Choir Room, Soper Hall 
 
Mondays: March 1 and 8 
Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
McIntyre Hall 

Monday, March 15 
MARCH BREAK, NO REHEARSAL 
 
Mondays: March 22 and 29 
Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m. to  8:30 p.m. 
McIntyre Hall 
 
Saturday: March 6 
Rehearsal, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Choir Room, Soper Hall 
 
Saturday, March 13 
MARCH BREAK, NO REHEARSAL 
 
Saturdays: March 20 and  27 
Rehearsal, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Choir Room, Soper Hall 

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY! 
for Forest  Hill, with Fundscrip! 

In 2009 with the participation of 25-30 families, Forest Hill received about 
$1,900 in rebates! We believe, if more people became Fundscripers, we could 
make that $5,000! A December rebate just received was for $149.76 and we 
have had a couple of good orders in January to start the year 2010. 
 
 Good News: Food Basics shoppers can now use the Metro gift cards. Metro 
bought A & P Canada last year. 
 
 Learn about the 3 easy ways you can purchase gift cards for restaurants, 
gas stations, supermarkets, hardware stores and more by calling Bob Elliott at 
519-744-5728 or by emailing him at b.s.elliott@sympatico.ca 

 

 
Bring your appetite and join us for 
Forest Hill’s Annual Pancake Supper 

 
    On Shrove Tuesday, February 16  
     From 5: 30 to 7:30 p.m. 
   Hosted by the 32nd Kitchener Scouting Group. 
    Everyone welcome! Free-will donation! 

Shrove Tuesday is coming! 

Break out the Maple Syrup! 

Annual Congregational  
Finance Meeting 

Following a single service at 10 a.m. on Sun-
day, February 7, join us for a “Surprise 
Lunch” followed by the Annual Congrega-
tional Finance Meeting. 

Vice Chair for the Board 
Ken Carter has accepted the position of 
Vice Chair of Forest Hill Church’s Board, 
effective immediately. 

Attention! Guys ‘n Gals of Forest Hill U! 
If you’re looking for a “groovy” fun time, join us for our 

Jubilee 60s Dance 
Saturday, March 6 

8 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

At Calvin Presbyterian Church Gym 
with Rockin’ Rod Hoddle as your DJ and host 

Dress up in 60s fashion! 
Lots of contests and prizes! 
Retro food available! 
Admission: $5 per person  
Tickets available after church services or from 50th  
Anniversary Committee Members. For more information 
contact Rockin’ Rod at 519-894-2848. 
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Thank you to all the Forest Hill U.C. 
folks who attended the Service of 
Prayer for Christian Unity at St. Francis 
of Assisi RC Church on Sunday Jan. 
24th. It was a truly unifying experi-
ence for all! There were so many won-
derful comments on the entire after-
noon.  
 
There was a special message of con-
gratulations to Calvin Presbyterian, 
Forest Hill United and St. Francis of 
Assisi churches on the occasion of our 
50th year as Faith Communities pre-
sented by Member of Parliament Ste-
ven Woodward from Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper. 
 
A very special thanks to the following 
for participating: Martha Leibbrandt, 
Rob Steel, Megan Funkenhauser, 
Lillian Underhill, Margaret Shantz, 
Joanne Willison, Sheila Lakeman, Joan 
Sinclair, Paul Van De Kamer, Scott 
Davis, Dorothy Ann and Ken Carter, 
Ada Gropp and Judy Funkenhauser.  

 
The collaboration of the clergy from all 
three churches to create meaningful 
worship was evident throughout the 
service. 
 
Rev. Murray and Rev. Marian, you 
made us all very proud to represent 
Forest Hill United. Marian, your sermon 
was truly inspirational and  
Forest Hill U.C. is the envy of all who 
attended! 
 
With much gratitude, 
The Jubilee Committee 
 
Editor’s Note: Elizabeth Cresswell has 
not included her name among those 
who should be thanked. Over many 
months as Chair of the Jubilee Com-
mittee, Elizabeth has been actively in-
volved as liaison with the other two 
churches resulting in events such as 
the memorable service of unity at St. 
Francis on January 24. 

Golden Nuggets for the 50th  
 
Forest Hill’s generous spirit showed through 
in 2009 when over $39,000 was contributed 
in just 11 days in response to the Christmas 
Appeal. 
 
The General Fund income was higher than in 
2008. 
 
The Presbytery Plunge fell short $6,930, rais-
ing $7,970 of the $14,900 required. 
 
Expenses were higher than in 2008 but lower 
than budgeted. 
 
The Total Operating deficit of $20,910 was 
lower than the $30,000 budgeted deficit. 
 
All Outreach contributions were disbursed. 
 
There were $13,240 in upaid expenses in 
2009 which are noted on the Balance Sheet 
under Accounts Payable. 

Judy Funkenhauser 
Chair of Finance 

 

Financial Summary for 2009 

 

The Forest Hill Church family and friends 
are invited to share in a “Spy Commun-
ion”—a service of preparation for Lent. The 
“Spy Communion” name comes from the 
tradition that tells that it was under the 
cover of darkness that Judas betrayed Je-
sus to the priests.  
 
 For our service the sanctuary will be dark-
ened and apart from some quiet back-
ground music the service will take place in 
silence. There will be no worship leader 
present for the service. It is a self-directed 
service of quiet, personal reflection and 
contemplation guided by scripture and 
prayer thoughts. The Imposition of Ashes 
and the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
are traditional components of this service. 
Ashes from last year’s Palm Sunday cele-
bration will be available for worshippers to 
use to mark the sign of the cross on the 
forehead or on the back of their hand. 
Communion elements consecrated at the 
Sunday morning worship on Transfigura-
tion Sunday will be available so that wor-
shippers might be fed at the Table for the 
Lenten journey. 
 
There is no time frame for the service. 
Each participant determines how much 
time to spend in this reflective worship set-
ting. This year the service will be available 
for use on Tuesday evening, following 
the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
until 8:30 p.m., and from 8 a.m. through 
8 p.m. on Ash Wednesday. 

Ash Wednesday Observances  
a Preparation for Lent 

Pastoral Care Thought 
 
“We are here to change the world with 
small acts of thoughtfulness done daily 
rather then with a great breakthrough” 
Rabbi Harold Kushner 
 
Next time you smile and say hi to a 
stranger or give a hug to someone who is 
having a bad day don’t underestimate the 
impact of your actions. We all have a 
role in pastoral care. 
 
Please be in touch with Rev. Marian, if 
you or someone you care about is in 
need of prayers, or a visit.  

Celebrate World Day of Prayer 2010 
“Let Everything that has Breath Praise God!” 

Join our neighbourhood churches  
at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

248 Highland Avenue East 
(at the corner of Highland and Stirling) 

Friday, March 5 at 7 p.m. 


