
 

The Ministers’ Message     

THE MESSENGER 

Celebrating God              Being in Community     Reaching Out to Others 

MARCH 2010 

Forest Hill United Church, 121 Westmount Rd. E., Kitchener, ON N2M 4Y6 
Tel: 519-744-3481  Fax: 519-744-7674 

Email: foresthilluc@bellnet.ca  Website: foresthillunited.org 
Ministers: Rev. Marian Gils-McLeod and Rev. Murray McLeod 

Director of Music: Peter deSousa 
Youth Coordinator: Donald (Donnie) Langley   Office Administrator: Wendy Irvin 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 
Deadline for  the April Messenger  will be 
March 21 in order to have it in the boxes for 
pick up on Sunday, March 28.  Please leave 
items in the envelope outside the church of-
fice or email Martha Leibbrandt: mcleib-
brandt@rogers.com, or phone 519-568-7375. 

If you wish to contact Marian or Murray by 

email, their Forest Hill email addresses are as 

follows: Marian Gils-McLeod:  
mariangmcl@bellnet.ca and  
Murray McLeod:  
murraymcl@bellnet.ca 

Are you wool-gathering? 
Gather up those no longer wanted, stowed 
away skeins and balls...even strands! 
 
Nancy Zuk says if you have any yarn, worsted 

weight, that you are willing to part with, she could 

certainly use it to create those items she makes to 

support Grandmothers to Grandmothers and other 

worthy causes. As long as it is a strand 18 inches 

or longer, she can find a place for it in her knitting 

and crocheting. Bring it to the Church Office. 

 

Waterloo Presbyterial United 
Church Women 

 
FULL EXECUTIVE MEETING 

at St. John’s on the Hill 
Cambridge 

 
MONDAY, MARCH 1, 2010 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Kairos 
Canadian Food For Children 

Children of Bukati 
 

Bring a friend to spread the word! 
Bring a bag lunch! 

DATES TO REMEMBER! 
We will be taking photos of Forest Hill 

members and their families between 
May 4 and 8 

For our new Forest Hill United Church 
Photo Directory! 

Hey! Circle this date!Hey! Circle this date!Hey! Circle this date!Hey! Circle this date!    
    
It’s Saturday, April 10th!It’s Saturday, April 10th!It’s Saturday, April 10th!It’s Saturday, April 10th!    
What for?What for?What for?What for?    
    
It’s an annual treat!It’s an annual treat!It’s an annual treat!It’s an annual treat!    
GUESS WHO’S COMING TO GUESS WHO’S COMING TO GUESS WHO’S COMING TO GUESS WHO’S COMING TO 
DINNER!!!!DINNER!!!!DINNER!!!!DINNER!!!!    
    
Want to be a guest or host?Want to be a guest or host?Want to be a guest or host?Want to be a guest or host?    
Sign up in March in the Fire-Sign up in March in the Fire-Sign up in March in the Fire-Sign up in March in the Fire-
side Room!side Room!side Room!side Room!    
    
More details in the April issue!More details in the April issue!More details in the April issue!More details in the April issue!    

 

Picture Jesus 

Do you see Jesus  in the lines above? 
Jesus can be a puzzle for even the most faithful of followers. 

Jesus  is always there yet sometimes you can’t see Jesus clearly. 
Sometimes you have to take a step back, tilt your head 

or squint your eyes 
to figure Jesus out, to get Jesus  in focus. 

To truly understand Jesus  you have to read between the lines 
and just let Jesus sink in. 

Through the Season of Lent at Forest Hill, we are 

seeking to understand the multiple dimensions of 

the character of Jesus more clearly. Each week 

we will consider a different “portrait” of Jesus as 

found in the gallery of the Gospel of John. 

 

Lent is a good time to slow down and think re-

flectively and devotionally about our relationship 

with God. We can do that by focusing on the 

person and work of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Come, explore with us Jesus, the “Bread of Life”, 

the “Living Water”, the “Miracle Worker”, the 

“Shepherd”, the “Footwasher”, the “Lamb” and 

more. 

 

Who is Jesus for you? Can you find him when 

you read between the lines above? 

 

We pray you will find blessing in your acquaint-

ance with him this season. 

 

m&m 

JESUSJESUSJESUSJESUS    
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Sundays: 7, 14, 21, 28  
 Morning Services: 9:15 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
 
Mondays: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
 Maycourt: 1-3 p.m. 
 CGIT: 6:30 p.m. 
   
Tuesdays: 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
 Quilters: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
 Mmuffin Mmoments: 10-11 a.m. 
 Beavers: 6:45 p.m. 
 
Wednesdays: 3, 10, 17, 24 31 
 Guides: 6:30 p.m. 
 Scouts: 7 p.m. 
 
 Thursdays: 4, 11, 18, 25 
 Explorers: 6:30 p.m. 
 Lenten Study with Rev. Marian, based on 
 the movie, Chocolat, 7 p.m.  
 Choir: 7:30 p.m 
 
 
Tuesday: 2 
 Congregational Life: 7 p.m. 
 Property Committee: 7 p.m. 
 
Wednesday: 3 
 Worship and Music: 7 p..m. 
 
Thursdays: 4 & 18 
 Prayer Shawls: 10 a.m. 
 
Sunday: 7 
 Men’s Breakfast: 8 a.m. 
 
Tuesday: 9 
 UCW, 1:30 p.m., McIntyre Hall. Note new 
 time; new location! 
 

Wednesday: 10 
 Christian Development: 7 p.m. 
 Finance: 8 p.m. 
 
Thursday: 11  
 50th Anniversary Committee: 5:30 p.m. 
 
Wednesday: 24 
 Board Meeting: 7 p.m. 
 
Thursday: 25 
 Lunch Bunch: 12 noon 
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Monday: 1 
 Waterloo Presbyterial United Church 
 Women, Full Executive Meeting, 9:30 
 a.m., St. John’s Church on the Hill, 
 Cambridge. (See notice on page 8.) 
 
Friday: 5 
 World Day of Prayer service, 7 p.m., 
 St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church. (See 
 notice on page 4.) 
 
Saturday: 6 
 50th Anniversary Jubilee 60s Dance,  8 
 p.m. to 1 p.m., Calvin Presbyterian 
 Church Gym. (See notice on page 3.) 
 
Friday: 19 
 The Scott Woods Show, 7 p.m., Calvin 
 Presbyterian Church. (See notice on 
 page 2.) 
 
Sunday: 28 
 Palm Sunday, services at 9:15 and 11 
 a.m. 
   

 

Thursday: 1 
 Maudy Thursday 
 
Friday: 2 
 Good Friday 
 
Sunday: 4 
 Easter Sunday 
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MARCH 2010 AT A GLANCE 

UCW Meeting 
Tuesday, March 9, 2010 

1:30 p.m. 
 McIntyre Hall 

Laughter in Lent is the theme this month. As we explore 
the introspective and prayerful side of  Lent, we will also 

look at the Christian experience of laughter, remembering the wonderful picture of 
the “Laughing Christ.” We will be going on a fictional excursion on the Mariposa 
Belle from Stephen Leacock’s Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town, so, if you are in-

clined, bring your sun hat. Prizes go to the prettiest and the funniest. 
Refreshments and business meeting to follow. Everyone welcome! 

Calvin Presbyterian Church  
presents 

THE SCOTT WOODS SHOW 
Friday, March 19 at 7 p.m. 

Tickets: $20 (children 5-12, 
$10) 

Contact: FHUC Office or Calvin 
Presbyterian Church. Make cheques 
out to Calvin Presbyterian Church. 

Tickets for “You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown” will be 
on sale throughout the month 
of April. The cost is $15 per 
ticket for adults and $5 per 

ticket for chiIdren aged 5-11. 
Inquire at the church office. 

The Fundscrip Family is Growing! 

More families have joined Fundscrip 
to support Forest Hill United Church’s 
general fund. That’s great news! 
 
Now, if we had 200 families buying a 
$100 gift card for groceries once a 
month, FHUC would receive a 
monthly rebate in excess of $600 per 
month! 
 
We are expecting a rebate of $250 
from January purchases! 
 
For more information, contact the 
church office or Bob Elliott at 519-
744-5728 or email him at 
b.s.elliott@sympatico.ca 

Coming in April 

SP
E

C
IA

lS
 

Many thanks from the Board Chair 
Chris Pieters wishes to thank everyone who 

attended the congregational meeting on Sun-

day, February 7 for their input and patience. At 

the same time he acknowledges that Forest Hill 

has passed a deficit budget, while still owing 

money. This is not a positive financial picture 

but, he says, “We remain hopeful for increased 

giving throughout the year and will continue to 

work on ideas as a board”. 

Out of the Cold at Trinity United Church 
desperately needs toiletries and warm cloth-
ing for distribution to those who come for 
food and shelter every Monday evening.  Pls. 
put donations in box in the foyer cabinet. 
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Charlie Brown Rehearsal Schedule from now until performance! 

MONDAYS: 
 
Mondays: March 1 and 8 
Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
McIntyre Hall 
 
Monday, March 15 
MARCH BREAK, NO REHEARSAL 
 
Mondays: March 22 and 29 
Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m. to  8:30 p.m. 
McIntyre Hall 
 
Mondays: April 5, 12, and 19 
Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
McIntyre Hall 
 
Monday: April 26 
DRESS REHEARSAL, 7 p.m. GO 
 
TUESDAYS: 
 
Tuesday: April 20 
Load Out 
Time: TBA 
 
Tuesday: April 27 
DRESS REHEARSAL, 8 p.m. GO 
 
WEDNESDAYS: 
 
Wednesday, April 21 
Load In 
Time: TBA 
 
Wednesday: April 28 
NO REHEARSAL 
 
THURSDAYS: 
 
Thursday, April 22 

Paint Touch Ups + Tech Touch Ups 
Time: TBA 
 
Thursday, April 29 
EVENING PERFORMANCE,  8 p.m. GO 
 
FRIDAYS: 
 
Friday, April 23 
Level Set (sound and lights), 6 p.m. to 7 
p.m. GO 
 
Friday, April 30 
EVENING PERFORMANCE,  8 p.m. GO 
 
SATURDAYS: 
 
Saturday: March 6 
Rehearsal, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Choir Room, Soper Hall 
 
Saturday, March 13 
MARCH BREAK, NO REHEARSAL 
 
Saturdays: March 20 and  27 
Rehearsal, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Choir Room, Soper Hall 
 
Saturdays, April 3, 10 and 17 
Rehearsal, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Choir Room/Soper Hall 
 
Saturday, April 24 
Q-Q 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
 
Saturday, May 1 
EVENING PERFORMANCE, 8 p.m. GO 
 
 
 

Attention! Guys ‘n Gals of Forest Hill U! 
 

Join us for our 

Jubilee 60s Dance 
(A 50th Anniversary Event!) 

Saturday, March 6 
8 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

At Calvin Presbyterian Church Gym 
with Rockin’ Rod Hoddle as your DJ and host 

It’s goin’ to be cool! It’s goin’ to be groovy! 
 
 

 
 

 

Tickets: $5 (at 60s prices!) per person  
(Limited number of tickets!!) 
Get yours after church services or 
from 50th Anniversary Committee  
members 

 
 

For more information 
contact Rockin’ Rod 
at 519-894-2848. 

Lots o
f cont

ests a
nd 

prizes
! 

Retro food at 60s prices! 

Dress up l
ike the 6

0s! A little da
b of  

Brylcrea
m; circle s

kirts and
 crinoline

s! 

Early rides home for the “old folks”! 

The Music! 
Elvis 
Beatles 
Chubby 
Checker 
Beach Boys 
Four Seasons 
Rolling 
Stones 
Supremes 
Petula Clark 
Tom Jones 
Mamas & the 
Papas 
Sonny & 
Cher 
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Below is an article that may be of interest to 
members of the congregation who would like 
more information about the initiative known 
as Cooperating Congregations of Kitchener. 
 
Three years ago the Church Development and 

Redevelopment Committee of Waterloo Presby-

tery called together representatives of all the 

United Churches in Kitchener and Waterloo to 

talk about our future. The Waterloo United 

Churches later formed a separate group to focus 

on their own area. 

 

In our monthly meetings, hosted by each congre-

gation in turn, we immediately identified the 

challenges that we face: 

• our members are getting older and fewer 

 in number 

• our buildings are getting older and more 

 expensive to maintain 

• our budgets are getting tighter and we 

 may need to reduce programs or staff. 

 

The problems felt somewhat overwhelming, but 

we did not stop there. 

 

We recognized that we should begin to form con-

nections and bonds amongst all the members of 

our congregations. 

• We began to have worship together. 

• We began to have meals together. 

• We held a series of seminars about the 

 future of the church. 

 

 

Some congregations began amalgamation talks, 

with some continuing. These were small steps, 

but they were the way that we could prepare our-

selves, and our congregations, for greater 

amounts of cooperation. 

 

In the next few months our cooperation continues 

with 

• Wednesday evening Lenten series,  hosted 

by each congregation in turn 

• Sunrise service on Easter Sunday for all 

 the members 

• our third all-church picnic on the second 

 Sunday of June 

• shared ministries and outreach 

 fun times with a stage play starring 

 local “actors”! 

 

These cooperative events will be the foundation 

for us to get to know one another better and to 

develop a plan for how we can continue to be the 

United Church in Kitchener. Cooperating Con-

gregations will continue to meet monthly with 

representatives from all nine Kitchener congrega-

tions. More information can be found at:  

http://www.watpres.ca/Co-op-Churches/Co-op-

Index.html 

 

 

Kitchener Cooperating Congregations 
Bread and Broth Series 

(6 p.m. to 8 p.m.) 
March 3: Godly Play: Introduction to a Chil-
dren’s Ministry for All Ages; Trinity & Highland 

Road United Church, 74 Frederick Street 

March  10: Muslim-Christian Fellowship and 
Understanding; Forest Hill United Church 

March 17: Mission in Mexico; Zion United 

Church, 32 Weber Street West 

March 24: TBA 

Celebrate World Day of Prayer 2010 
“Let Everything that has Breath Praise God!” 

Join our neighbourhood churches  

at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

248 Highland Avenue East 

(at the corner of Highland and Stirling) 

Friday, March 5 at 7 p.m. 

Cooperating Congregations 
By Rev. Jack Paleczny 

Canadian Food for Children 

The economic downturn has made the 
work of all charitable organizations 
more challenging and the needs more 
critical. Children, as you can well un-
derstand, are especially vulnerable. If 
you are willing to volunteer at the 
Herb Wittich Depot in support of  CA-
NADIAN FOOD FOR CHILDREN dur-
ing the remainder of 2010, we would 
appreciate your participation on the 
following dates: Thursdays, April 15, 
August 5 and October 21. 
 
To sustain the work of CANADIAN 
FOOD FOR CHILDREN, please re-
member as you do your spring clean-
ing that many of the things you are  
tempted to put in the garbage can be 
used by others in Third World coun-
tries. Check out the CFFC list of items 
found in the bottom of the community 
chest cupboard. At this time a group 
of volunteers, who regularly make tied 
quilts, have made a special request for 
“innards”. These would include used 
but clean mattress covers, worn blan-
kets, beach towels, etc. 
 
Please note: Plastic bags are no longer 
being accepted, except the small one-
litre bags, well washed and dried. 

 

A letter from Deedy… 
Hamilton Conference 

New Ministers’ Interview Retreat at Five Oaks 

 

On Friday, February 5, Rev. Marian and I at-

tended this yearly event where, for the last 

time, candidates for the ministry in their final 

year from Hamilton Conference are inter-

viewed before their ordination by teams of 

Student and Education (S & E) committee 

members from the various presbyteries. 

 My team—one of eleven—interviewed 

Donnalee Williams from Halton Presbytery.  

The Conference S & E committee sent us in 

advance her written responses to a set of ques-

tions along with her personal information. 

 We talked for two hours before and 

after lunch, asking her questions under the 

following headings: Call and Commitment, 

Doctrinal Beliefs, Practice of Ministry and 

Personal Life and Faith. A positive report was 

then passed on to the Conference S & E Ex-

ecutive. 

 You will be pleased to know that all 

eleven candidates, mostly women, passed their 

final interviews. They will be ordained at the 

Hamilton Conference Celebration of Ministries 

Service on June 4 at Elmira. The retreat ended 

with a very moving worship service. 

 

Deedy Vandenberg 
Waterloo Presbytery Rep. 

-From Hamilton Conference- 


